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tant one of this city. The tea trade in the province is a
government monopoly (Jman shang\ and only Hu-nan
brick tea can be bought in it, although a small quantity
from other localities is surreptitiously introduced, generally
by the officials themselves, and is cheaper than the brick
tea. Tso T'sung-tang, when governor-general, endeavored
to add to the industries of this province the manufacture
of woolen goods, and thus utilize the immense quantities
of wool to be had at a nominal price from the Mongok
and Tibetans. He had built, at great expense, the factory
previously referred to, and equipped it with the most im-
proved European machinery, but carelessness and rascality
brought his venture to a premature and disastrous end.

The Russians are so far the only foreigners who have
attempted to trade in Kan-su. For many years they have
had shops in Mongolia and Chinese Turkestan, and recently
an enterprising firm opened houses in five of the principal
cities of western Kan-su,1 but the provincial authorities
and the native mercantile classes have made their ven-
ture abortive, and when I was in the province all
these stores, save the principal one at Lan-chou, were
closed. The, Chinese had, very naturally, insisted on the
Russians paying the same imposts as native merchants,
since they were not in localities privileged by treaties.
This did not leave the latter a sufficient margin to be able
to carry on business, and they had temporarily closed, with
the hope, however, of soon being able to reopen their
shops, as their minister at Peking was in negotiations with
the Tsung4i Yamen to have them accorded the same
advantages as if doing business at open ports.8 Some years *

Su-ehou,   Kan-chcm,   Liang-    chintzes, brassware, ruga, hardware,
chou, Hsi-ning, and Lan-cbou.             cotton piece-goods, matches, looking-
2 Their shops inLan-chou contained    glasses, and a variety of other odds
red, bliie, and  violet  broadcloths,     and ends suitable to Mongols and